GHAMPARAX                                         251
difficulty and admit, too, that they can only proceed upon informa-
tion they receive. As a law-abiding citizen my first instinct would be,
as it was, to obey the order served upon me. But I would not do so
without doing violence to my sense of duty to those for whom I came.
I feel that I could just now serve them only by remaining in their
midst. I could not, therefore, voluntarily retire. Amidst this conflict
of duty I could only throw the responsibility of removing me on the
administration. I am fully conscious of the fact that a person, holding
in the public life of India a position such as I do, has to be most
careful in setting examples. It is my firm belief that in the complex
constitution under which we are living the only safe and honourable
course for a self-respecting man is, in the circumstances such as face
me, to do what I have decided to do, that is? to submit without
protest to the penalty of disobedience.
"I venture to make this statement not in any way in extenuation
of the penalty to be awarded against me, but to show that I have
disregarded the order served upon me not for want of respect for
lawful authority, but in obedience to the higher law of our beings the
voice of conscience."
The order under section 144 in this case was wholly illegal. The
magistrate could not make up his mind what to do next. He repeat-
edly asked Gandhi if he pleaded guilty. Gandhi replied^ ecl have said
whatever I have to say in my statement." The magistrate told him
that that did not contain a clear plea of guilty. "I do not wish to
waste the time of the court and I plead guilty," said Gandhi. "If you
leave the district now and promise not to return, the case against you
would be withdrawn/' observed the magistrate. "That cannot be/'
replied Gandhi. "Not to speak of this time alone, I shall make
Ghamparan my home even after my return from jail."
The magistrate was at a loss and said that the matter required
consideration and that he would pass orders at three o'clock. The
trial had taken only half an hour and Gandhi returned to his
lodgings, and wired full details to the Viceroy, to friends in Patna, as
also to Pandit Malaviya and others,
Gandhi appeared before the magistrate shortly before three. The
magistrate told him that he would pass orders on April 21, but he
would release him in the meantime on a bail of Rs. 100. Gandhi said
he had no bailor and could not offer bail. The magistrate offered to
release him orThis personal recognizance, Gandhi returned to his